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96 hours of arriving in Kuwait they pulled their 
first mission—not an easy feat. Often, they 
drove Humvees mounted with .50 caliber ma-
chine guns, escorting vital equipment through-
out Iraq. The unit logged some 2.3 million 
miles in the 13 months they were overseas. 

I am very proud of the safety and perform-
ance record of the 1175th. They served with 
distinction by implementing the largest track 
vehicle movement since World War II not 
once, but twice in the matter of a few months, 
while training in the U.S. They also had the 
best safety record and operational readiness 
status of the other 15 plus transportation com-
panies working in Iraq/Kuwait. 

Iraq is hot, dry, and dusty. Sometimes tem-
peratures reached upwards of 135 to 140 de-
grees. Knowing the numerous dangers and 
environment it surprised me to read and hear 
statements from soldiers such as Sergeant 
Tommy Adcock say, ‘‘Our Country has taken 
care of us, now it’s payback time.’’ 

It is sad that the 1175th lost two of its own. 
Staff Sergeant Nathan Jerome Bailey and 
Staff Sergeant David Leroy Lyod lost their 
lives defending a country they cared so deeply 
about. We need to remember that our country-
men are making the ultimate sacrifice in de-
fense of this country. These men and women 
have served honorably and with distinction. 
What makes our country so great are all of the 
brave Americans that step up and defend this 
great nation. For that I say thank you and God 
Bless. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EARL BLUMENAUER 
OF OREGON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2004 

Mr. BLUMENAUER, Mr. Speaker, had I 
been present for the following votes on Tues-
day, September 21, 2004, I would have voted 
as follows: 

Rollcall vote 457: 1 would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on the Van Hollen amendment, which pre-
vents OMB from spending any funds to imple-
ment the A–76 rewrite changes that were fi-
nalized on May 29 regarding federal employ-
ees and contractors. 

Rollcall vote 458: I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on the Sanders amendment. This amendment 
prohibits the use of funds to assist in over-
turning Cooper v. IBM—on July 31, 2003, a 
federal court ruled that IBM’s cash balance 
pension plan violates federal anti-age discrimi-
nation law. This amendment protects U.S. 
workers who have been negatively impacted 
by age-discrimination cash balance pension 
conversions. 

Rollcall vote 459: I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on the Norton amendment. This amendment 
prohibits the use of funds in the bill to enter 
into or renew any contract for a high deduct-
ible health plan under the federal employees 
health benefit plan that does not require en-
rollees to remain enrolled in such plan for at 
least 3 consecutive years from the date of ini-
tial enrollment. 

Rollcall vote 460: I would have voted ‘‘yea’’ 
on the Davis (FL) amendment, which would 
prohibit the use of funds in the bill to enforce 
new restrictions on travel to Cuba for the pur-
pose of visiting relatives. 

RECOGNIZING THE ACCOMPLISH-
MENTS OF WOMEN ATHLETES AT 
THE 2004 SUMMER OLYMPICS 

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2004 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the amazing achievements of the 
women athletes at the 2004 Olympics in Ath-
ens, Greece. In particular, I want to celebrate 
the success of the United States Women’s 
Soccer Team, who made us proud by winning 
a gold medal at the 2004 Olympics in Athens, 
Greece, beating Brazil 2–1 in overtime, on Au-
gust 26, 2004. 

These women have become some of the 
most famous athletic role models on earth. 
They have taught our children that if you work 
hard and you believe in yourself, you can ac-
complish anything. Indeed, these women are 
helping to fundamentally change perceptions 
about athletics. It is no surprise that our little 
girls look up to these strong, motivated women 
for inspiration. But to also see little boys wear-
ing jerseys emblazoned with the names of 
their favorite women players is a wonderful 
sight. 

I would especially like to recognize Abby 
Wambach, who is from my district in Roch-
ester, New York. When she scored the goal 
that secured the gold medal, nowhere in the 
world cheered louder than Rochester. In addi-
tion, every other woman on the Olympic soc-
cer team also deserves our recognition and 
congratulations: Shannon Boxx, Brandi 
Chastain, Joy Fawcett, Julie Foudy, Mia 
Hamm, Angela Hucles, Kristine Lilly, Kristin 
Luckenbill, Kate Markgraf, Heather Mitts, 
Heather O’Reilly, Cindy Parlow, Christie 
Rampone, Cat Reddick, Briana Scurry, Lind-
say Tarpley, and Aly Wagner. 

As a testament to the power of these 
women, their fan appreciation tour, which 
kicks off in Rochester, on September 25, sold 
out all 14,000 seats in just minutes. I have in-
troduced a resolution in Congress, H. Res. 
373, which supports the reestablishment of the 
Women’s United Soccer Association (WUSA). 
Hopefully, some day the WUSA will return, to 
give these amazing female athletes the pro-
fessional athletic opportunities in the United 
States they so deeply deserve. 

Thank you to all the women Olympic ath-
letes for transforming the lives and attitudes of 
today’s young women, and for those of gen-
erations to come. We all know that girls who 
compete in sports perform better in school, 
are physically healthier and have a stronger 
self-esteem. Our girls have learned that sweat 
is sexy, brawn is beautiful and a little dirt 
never hurt anyone. You have truly given us all 
a whole lot more to celebrate, work hard for 
and dream about. 

f 

HONORING TOM VIOLANTE 

HON. SANDER M. LEVIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2004 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor Mr. 
Tom Violante, founder and owner of Holiday 
Market in Royal Oak, Michigan in a celebra-

tion of the Market’s fifty years as a community 
landmark. 

When Holiday Market opened in 1954, it 
was a small store up the street from its 
present location and in some respects it was 
like many other small grocers so common in 
those days. It sold the basics and had a meat 
counter with a very few employees. 

But there was from the beginning a major 
difference: the owner, Tom Violante. He took 
a personal interest in every customer who 
walked through the door. He wanted every 
customer to be satisfied with service, price, 
and quality. Those who stopped at that small 
business place can remember Tom at the 
meat counter, friendly and eager to meet a 
customer’s wishes. In these efforts he was ac-
tively joined by his wife Janet. 

He also possessed a strong business acu-
men. When opportunities arose to move down 
the street and expand into much larger quar-
ters, he took the leap. Today Holiday Market 
provides an adventure in shopping for an 
imaginative variety of quality products. 

The next generation of his family has taken 
an increased interest. They have sustained 
the Violante touch of warm friendliness and 
superior service. 

As busy as Tom Violante was, whether as 
the cog in a small operation and later as his 
enterprise grew, and no matter how involved 
he and his wife Janet were in raising their 
growing family, Tom and Janet have pos-
sessed a strong community and civic involve-
ment. 

Tom’s community interest was exemplified 
in his service on the Oak Park Board of Edu-
cation, the Oak Park Citizens School Finance 
Committee, President of the Frost Elementary 
School PTA, and the Oak Park Boosters Club. 
Many have been the beneficiaries of Tom and 
Janet Violante’s civic interest. Their support of 
local charitable organizations include the 
Royal Oak Lions Club, the Royal Oak Boys 
and Girls Club, William Beaumont Hospital’s 
Speech Therapy Program and Leader Dogs 
for the Blind and Hearing Impaired, among 
others. 

Mr. Speaker, as Tom Violante is ‘‘roasted’’ 
at the celebration on September 23, in Royal 
Oak, Michigan, I add my personal gratitude to 
a remarkable man who has given so much to 
make his community a better place for all of 
us. I ask my colleagues to join in congratu-
lating Holiday Market on its golden anniver-
sary and in wishing Tom Violante, his wife 
Janet, their five children and fourteen grand-
children good health and happiness, and con-
tinued success. 
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75TH ANNIVERSARY TRIBUTE TO 
THE CALIFORNIA MARITIME 
ACADEMY 

HON. GEORGE MILLER 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2004 

Mr. GEORGE MILLER of California. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to invite my colleagues 
to join me in honoring the California Maritime 
Academy as it celebrates its 75th anniversary. 

The California Maritime Academy was 
founded in 1929 under the name of the ‘‘Cali-
fornia Nautical School’’ and was located in 
Tiburon, and is the third oldest active maritime 
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academy in the United States. In 1936 the 
U.S. Congress passed the Merchant Marine 
Act, which directed the creation and mainte-
nance of an adequate merchant marine to 
support U.S. international and domestic com-
merce and to meet the needs for national de-
fense. Responding to this mandate, the fed-
eral government and the California state legis-
lature began contributing matching funds in 
support of the school’s mission. In these early 
days, only three-year deck and engineering 
programs were offered. 

In 1939 the school changed its name to the 
California Maritime Academy. In 1940, with 
war looming, the academy was relocated to 
San Francisco. During World War II, the 
course of study was accelerated to 17 months 
and many graduates served in the war. A new 
permanent site for the academy was found on 
a 67-acre site at Morrow Cove in Vallejo; in 
1943 campus construction was completed, 
making the site the academy’s permanent 
home. 

In 1973 Cal Maritime became the first mari-
time academy to enroll women in a licensed 
maritime program, the first of whom graduated 
in 1976. In 1974 the curriculum was expanded 
to a four-year undergraduate program, laying 
the groundwork for accreditation by the West-
ern Association of Schools and Colleges. Nau-
tical industrial technology and marine engi-
neering technology were the four-year majors 
offered at this time. In the late 1980’s, two 
new majors in mechanical engineering and 
business administration were added, and the 
nautical industrial technology program was re-
placed by marine transportation. Cal Maritime 
currently offers bachelor’s degrees in business 
administration, facilities engineering tech-
nology, global studies and maritime affairs, 
marine engineering technology, marine trans-
portation, and mechanical engineering. A pro-
gram of intellectual learning, applied tech-
nology, and leadership development prepares 
graduates for positions of significant responsi-
bility in the areas of maritime, business, logis-
tics, inter-modal transportation, and engineer-
ing. 

In addition to earning a bachelor’s degree, 
students earn professional licensing in one of 
several areas: Third Mate or Third Assistant 
Engineer, U.S. Coast Guard; Certified Plant 
Engineer-in-Training, Association for Facilities 
Engineering; or professional certification in 
transportation, management, or international 
business and logistics. The curriculum further 
expanded during the fall of 2003, when Cal 
Maritime introduced a major in global studies 
and maritime affairs—the first new major to be 
accepted after the academy’s full transition 
into the CSU system. Also in the fall of 2003, 
Cal Maritime dedicated its new Technology 
Center. 

In 1995, Cal Maritime became a campus of 
The California State University (CSU), which 
opened new opportunities for educational and 
institutional enhancement. By 1996 Cal Mari-
time expanded beyond its maritime curriculum, 
introducing a facilities engineering technology 
major. A new science and engineering lab 
building was completed in 1999. Cal Maritime 
is one of only seven degree-granting maritime 
academies in the United States, and the only 
one on the West Coast. 

For the last several years, Cal Maritime stu-
dents have enjoyed a nearly 100% job place-
ment rate upon graduation and starting sala-
ries above the national average. In addition, 

Cal Maritime’s completion and time to degree 
rates are some of the best of any public insti-
tution in the state. At Cal Maritime, students 
benefit from a small student-to-teacher ratio 
and small class sizes—with an average of 18 
students per class. Each student at Cal Mari-
time has the opportunity to participate in at 
least one 60-day international training cruise 
aboard the Training Ship Golden Bear. While 
at sea, students apply the skills learned during 
the school year and visit domestic and inter-
national ports of call. 

As Cal Maritime celebrates its 75th anniver-
sary, the future looks bright with applications 
for enrollment at an all-time high. The acad-
emy’s strategic plan calls for growth to 750– 
800 students in the next few years and Cal 
Maritime is well on its way to meeting that 
goal. 

Mr. Speaker, it is appropriate that we con-
gratulate the California Maritime Academy for 
its 75 years of contributions to the maritime in-
dustry of our great nation. 
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SALUTE TO ROBIN STONE AND 
THE D.C. CHILDREN’S ADVOCACY 
CENTER FOR COMBATING CHILD 
SEXUAL ABUSE 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, September 22, 2004 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
salute accomplished journalist and author Ms. 
Robin D. Stone for her courageous and 
thoughtful efforts to bring light to darkness by 
educating and raising public awareness about 
the heinous crime of child sexual abuse. I also 
want to acknowledge the outstanding work of 
my constituent Safe Shores—the D.C. Chil-
dren’s Advocacy Center in its front line work to 
support physically and sexually abused chil-
dren and thank the Center for bringing Ms. 
Stone to the District of Columbia to give the 
plenary address at its second annual multi-
disciplinary conference: ‘‘Safe Childhoods: 
Strengthening D.C.’s Clinical Response to 
Childhood Trauma.’’ 

Safe Shores is the coordinating agency for 
the District of Columbia’s multidisciplinary 
team for child abuse investigation and pros-
ecution, which is known as the MDT. As a not- 
for-profit organization Safe Shores works in a 
unique public-private partnership with the 
agencies that comprise the District’s MDT, 
which are the Metropolitan Police Department, 
Child and Family Services Agency, the Office 
of the Attorney General for the District of Co-
lumbia, the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Dis-
trict of Columbia, and Children’s National Med-
ical Center. Safe Shores—The D.C. Children’s 
Advocacy Center was founded for the express 
purpose of reducing the trauma of child vic-
tims of abuse during the investigative and 
prosecutorial processes. Safe Shores operates 
pursuant to the children’s advocacy center de-
veloped back in the late 1980’s by our es-
teemed colleague Representative ROBERT 
‘‘BUD’’ CRAMER of Alabama when he was a 
prosecutor. 

As part of its work, Safe Shores provides 
training and education on child abuse preven-
tion and treatment for local professionals. It is 
in this context that Robin Stone has brought 
her vital message to my hometown, Wash-

ington DC, to shine light on what some would 
like to keep hidden in the shadows, child sex-
ual abuse. Bravely using her own personal 
history of abuse as a catalyst for her journal-
istic treatment of this issue, Ms. Stone is the 
author of No Secrets, No Lies: How Black 
Families Can Heal from Sexual Abuse, pub-
lished by Doubleday/Broadway Books earlier 
this year. 

Ms. Stone brings an illustrious professional 
history to this important cause. She is a 2004 
Casey Fellow, one of 30 journalists sponsored 
by the Casey Journalism Center on Children 
and Families to attend its five-day seminar 
‘‘Condition Critical: Covering Children’s 
Health.’’ A 2002–03 Kaiser Media Fellow, she 
was one of six journalists selected by the Kai-
ser Family Foundation to research and report 
on health issues. Her fellowship project was 
sexual abuse in Black families. Ms. Stone was 
founding editor in chief of essence.com, the 
interactive version of the premiere African- 
American women’s magazine, Essence. She 
joined the magazine in September 1997 as a 
senior editor and ultimately was appointed ex-
ecutive editor. Before joining Essence, Ms. 
Stone was deputy editor of The Living Section 
at The New York Times. She came to The 
Times from The Boston Globe, where she was 
an editor in the living/arts department. 

I commend Ms. Stone for the courage and 
eloquence she has shown in bringing this 
issue before the American people. We know 
she has performed an invaluable public serv-
ice in so doing. Indeed, Dr. Alvin F. Poussaint, 
preeminent child psychiatrist and professor at 
Harvard Medical School, has commented that 
‘‘No Secrets, No Lies breaks the silence about 
sexual abuse within the Black community . . . 
[and] Robin Stone makes a major contribution 
to the well-being of Black children and fami-
lies.’’ 

Robin Stone’s professional success and her 
personal fulfillment as a wife and mother ex-
emplify that child sexual abuse does not have 
to determine the life course of those who are 
victims of this vile crime. Indeed, there is tre-
mendous power, triumph and inspiration to be 
found in the survivor’s story. So, it behooves 
those of us who make and shape the laws 
and who care about building a safer and saner 
society to listen, learn and heed the lessons 
from these survivors and the professionals 
who seek to help them heal and move beyond 
the pain. Paying attention to the issues raised 
in No Secrets, No Lies is our challenge and 
responsibility if we are to keep our promises to 
children, that is, to protect every child from 
abuse and ensure that all children—regardless 
of what family they are born to—have a safe, 
healthy and happy childhood. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF DAVID POL-
LOCK’S SERVICE AS PRESIDENT 
OF THE CALIFORNIA SCHOOL 
BOARD ASSOCIATION 

HON. ELTON GALLEGLY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, September 22, 2004 

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to rec-
ognize David Pollock, a school board member 
for the Moorpark Unified School District in my 
district, for his service as the 2003–2004 
president of the California School Boards As-
sociation. 
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